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Summary of TOTE Stewardship Projects: 
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Ira Bickoff, a high school science teacher from the Hudson River area planned a two tiered stewardship project with his students. The first part was “Tree for Tribs”- working with the Student Conservation Association at the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (www.dec.ny.gov/education/1843.html), students planted trees along the tributaries of the Hudson River in a restoration program to stabilize slope. The second project involved fewer but more dedicated, students. They teamed up with a project to monitor eels being conducted out of the Hudson River NERR office. The students working on this project were able to incorporate use of the dataloggers.

Janet LeClerc and her 105 seventh grade science students worked with the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation, North and South Rivers Watershed Association, Neponset River Watershed Alliance, and Town of Weymouth, Parks and Conservation to do water quality monitoring and habitat studies three times over the course of the year at Webb State Park and Great Esker Park. She hopes to work with the Department of Fish and Wildlife and future classes to set up a student driven action plan to clean and restore alewife migration areas.
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Ken Pearson worked with his Biology and Aquatic Ecology students at Mont Technical School to develop a nature trail near a river near his school for environmental studies. Water quality monitoring stations, invasive species and many other projects are planned with future classes.

Dan Guertin’s students set up a recycling program at their school.
Lynn Fleischer’s students at Cape Cod Technical High School made two short films about water quality which included interviews of students, teachers and local officials. The students had a showing at their school and were planning to distribute the film to the local community cable station. 
Ann Vachon at Upper Cape Technical School cleaned up debris at Cape Cod Canal with her students.

Sue Ellen Lyons’ students in Louisiana participated in the “Coastal Roots” program to grow plants for coastal restoration.
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Suzanne Avtges’ Marine Biology classes planned to do a study of the Quashnet River which flows through Waquoit Bay Reserve and to give recommendations to the Reserve for best practices. The river also flows by within walking distance to their school so they will be able to monitor that area monthly.
Cathy Wilkens did water quality monitoring with all of her students then allowed each student to choose their own stewardship project.

Laurie Bianchi’s Coastal Ecology Class and Courtney Jones’s Marine Biology Club students at Whitman-Hansen Regional High School  are monitoring Phragmites before a new flood gate is installed along the Green Harbor River in Marshfield. The extent of Spartina and Phragmites will be mapped using GoogleEarth and dataloggers will be used for long term monitoring. They worked with the local conservation agent to be sure all Wetland Protection Act laws are followed and plan to continue this project in future years.
Stephanie Scheer, Environmental Science Teacher, Narragansett Regional High School, Baldwinville, MA trained her student in the use of the data loggers and had them design monitoring projects. She conducted field trips to estuarine areas. Students wrote articles about what they learned and sent them to the local newspaper. They also planned to conduct monitoring to test the effectiveness of hay bales and silt fencing in the area where a wind turbine that has the potential to cause erosion is being erected at their school. 
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Students in Robert Byrne’s high school Environmental Studies class are monitoring a salt marsh restoration site along the Herring River in Wellfleet. They have collaborated with researchers and officials at Cape Cod National Seashore and the towns of Wellfleet and Truro as well as private consulting firms.

