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An estuary is a partially enclosed
body of water where saltwater from
the sea mixes with freshwater from
rivers, streams and creeks. These
areas of transition between the land
and the sea are tidally driven, like
the sea, but sheltered from the full
force of ocean wind and waves, more
like a river.



ESTUARIES

occur where Rivers (Bayous) meet
the Sea...
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Estuaries are among the most
biologically productive
ecosystems on the planet!

More than two thirds of the fish and
shellfish we eat spend some part of
thelr lives in estuaries.




Estuaries also provide many
other important ecological

functions:

- They act as filters for
terrestrial pollutants
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- They provide protection from
flooding and hurricanes



eEstuaries also have economic
Importance. Millions of people visit
the nation's estuaries each year to
boat, swim, bird watch and fish.
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Water your lawn in
the evening

Turn the water off
when you brush









Each year many children
and animals become sick
after eating discarded

cigarette butts.



Know and obey all game and fish laws.




10. Take Action! Get Involved!










National Estuarmoe Research Reserve System

The NERRS is a network of protected areas
established to improve the health of the
hations estuaries and coastal habitats by

developing and providing information that

promotes informed resource management



<
qb
iy
)
Gty

=HOIECHREPIESERLELD

4 25 NENRES Inclice aovar o plilllon cseres of e
fleiilon’s most gracueilyve coesial Weligrs cip)d
lzipiels

| \f
tiVe te coastal decision-makers Whalc vvJJJ A
turn serve to assist protection ol other estuaries




Kachemak Bay NERR, AK




-Over 18,400
acres

- Important
fisheries habitat
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any habitats
are found in
the NERR
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Grand Baysha-
support many
species of wildlife...
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To Showcase Mississippi’s
Beautiful Coastal Environments
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better Understanding
of the ecology ofi the
fesenve-- A Center for
Coastal Resource
Management
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research data to
coastal decision-
makers soithey can
use it to make well-

Informed choices
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reefs will be
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Acqure and maneac
AVAICABLE land withinrthe
NERRBoURdary.

Eully’ implement the research,
education and resource
management components
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Consult Research

Advisery Committee

Develop Research
Cooperatives



Interpret NERIR
Resources
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Form Velunteer
Eriends Group
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Coerd. the Development
off a Communication Plan
to Preamote Public Usage
and Protection of the
Reserve's Resources
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Artist Rendering of New Grand Bay
NERR Research and Education Center

LORD - AECK - SARGENT Stupio SoutH
ARCHITECTURE ARCHITECTS, PLLC
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