
CLASS EVALUATIONS – SUMMARY  

“Planning for Climate Change” Workshop 

A link to the online class evaluation was sent to attendees the day after each workshop. This is a summary of the 
evaluation highlights. 

Workshop One – March 4, 2009 (Mt. Vernon, WA) – 82% response rate – (38 respondents out of 46 attendees) 

Overall 

• 97% of respondents increased their understanding 

• 97% of respondents plan on applying what they learned from the workshop in their jobs 

• 100% of respondents were “satisfied” to “extremely satisfied” with the content and materials 

• 97% of respondents were “satisfied to “extremely satisfied” with the training methods and approaches 

• 94% of respondents were “satisfied to “extremely satisfied” with opportunities for networking 

Sessions – Percentage of Respondents Who Found the Topics “Useful” to “Extremely Useful” 

• Global and Pacific NW Climate Change – 97%  
• Sea Level Rise and Coastal Impacts – 100%  
• Fundamental Concepts of Planning for Climate Change – 86%  
• Community Engagement and Addressing Barriers to Adaptation – 81%  
• Climate Change and Major Washington State Planning Regulations – 83%  
• Technical Tools and Resources – 87%  
• Vulnerability Worksheet – Written Exercise  - 82%  
• Vulnerability Worksheet – Small Group Discussion – 85%  
• Vulnerability Worksheet – Large Group Discussion- 77%  
• Ask the Experts Panel – 91%  
• A Brief World Tour of Climate Adaptation Projects – 90%  

 
Workshop Two – March 18, 2009 (Olympia, WA) – 74% response rate (29 respondents out of 39 attendees) 

Overall 

• 90% of respondents increased their understanding 

• 89% of respondents plan on applying what they learned in their jobs 

• 97% of respondents were “satisfied” to “extremely satisfied” with the content and materials 

• 97% of respondents were “satisfied to “extremely satisfied” with the training methods and approaches 

• 90% of respondents were “satisfied to “extremely satisfied” with opportunities for networking 

Sessions- Percentage of Respondents Who Found the Sessions “Useful” to “Extremely Useful” 

• Global and Pacific NW Climate Change – 96%  
• Sea Level Rise and Coastal Impacts – 100%  
• Fundamental Concepts of Planning for Climate Change – 93%  
• Community Engagement and Addressing Barriers to Adaptation – 89%  
• Technical Tools and Resources – 76%  
• Vulnerability Worksheet – Written Exercise  - 56%  



• Vulnerability Worksheet – Small Group Discussion – 77%  
• Vulnerability Worksheet – Large Group Discussion- 58%  
• Climate Change and Major Washington State Planning Regulations – 96%  
• A Brief World Tour of Climate Adaptation Projects – 93%  

 

Combined Comments  From the Two Workshops 

Suggestions for improvement included: 

• Ending the workshop at 4 pm instead of 4:30 pm; 

• Shortening the length of time allotted for the written exercise and expanding the length of time allotted 
for small and large group discussion; 

• Using more regional examples to illustrate the planning and public engagement strategies – especially for 
small to medium jurisdictions; 

• Using fewer slides in some of the presentations and having the speakers slow down at bit; 

• Seeing examples of actual language that could be included in ordinances. 
 

What did you learn? Comments included: 

• “Learning how to frame climate change as a risk management issue [rather than a green issue] and 
incorporate other agencies into the planning process was really good.” 

• “That I have a lot of options and that I can be positive about the change instead of being so negative.” 

• “To think about the second half of the climate change equation –- how to adapt to the changes rather 
than just trying to mitigate them.” 

• “I learned that beginning to plan for climate change can be done in small steps, and it doesn't have to be 
an overwhelming process.” 

• “I have a better understanding of the current scientific knowledge.” 

• “All planning should occur through the lens of climate change.” 

 


