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Introduction

A Healthy Ocean and Coast

In this plan, a “healthy ocean” means that marine, coastal, and estuarine ecosystems, the 
watersheds that drain into these waters, the plant and animal communities therein, and the 
physical, chemical, and biological processes involved are diverse and functioning, and 
the economies and people dependent on them are thriving. A healthy ocean provides 
aesthetic, cultural, and recreational values. It also supports the character and quality of life 
of coastal communities and a vibrant, sustainable economy. Acknowledging that isolated 
efforts cannot address the breadth of degradation to the ocean, the states are committed to 
working together to address critical protection and management issues faced by all three 
states. By combining resources, the three states will affect positive change in the present 
state of ocean health. 



Why Work Together?

The Agreement seeks to advance the goals of the following Priority Areas:

1. Clean coastal waters and beaches 
2. Healthy ocean and coastal habitats
3. Effective implementation of ecosystem-based management 
4. Reduced impacts of offshore development 
5. Expanded ocean and coastal scientific information, research, and monitoring 
6. Increased ocean awareness and literacy among the region’s citizens 
7. Sustainable economic development of coastal communities
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